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Notes

International collaboration on ELN developments

Should we have an international collaboration on ELN developments? What could be done, how
to build and sustain the community?

Ideas:

Maintain and keep the mailing list active
(https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cqi-bin/webadmin?AO=RESEARCHNOTEBOOKS)
o Important that members contribute to this list
o Invite other communities and members to join
Shared blog:

o https://researchnotebooks.wordpress.com/blog/

m Blogs from other universities (e.g. TU Delft) could be readily re-blogged
there

o This could provide a forum to exchange lessons learnt between different
organizations

Involving other communities and organisations:

o ARMA poster and community engagement

o Engagement with RDA? (e.g. through an interest group?)

o A knowledge platform, where topics could be shared and discussed would be
handy, and would reduce the email load. Could have wiki’s, blogs and
discussions, similarly to the Dutch platform provided by the national archives.

Virtual meetings:
o Would make it more inclusive allowing people from different countries to join
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o Jisc could host such meetings
e Collaboration between national infrastructure providers

o Agreement that it would be a good idea to establish collaboration between
national infrastructure providers, starting with Jisc and SURF, perhaps also
including Knowledge Exchange

e Feedback, discussion, who could contribute what? What else could/should we do?

o Generic requirements for ELNs could be shared

o It would be useful to share lessons learnt by interacting with providers (especially
the ‘don’ts’

m  Concerns about how to share negative feedback without upsetting or
getting into trouble with vendors

m Sharing feedback could also give vendors the opportunity to improve their
products.

o Procurement frameworks could be shared as well

m But how to ensure a supplier continues to be compliant with the
procurement framework?

e Bigger collaboration ideas:

o Alastair's idea for a generic system for RDM:
https://gurdoncomputing.blog/2020/01/29/research-data-management-as-a-natio
nal-service/

m This could offer huge advantages for everyone to use the same system,
this would massively increase collaboration opportunities and everyone
will access to all functionalities, at least to the ones offered in a basic
platform

m  Once people are using a specific commercial product, disengagement is
very difficult and inertia to try a different product is low

m Perhaps we should seek collaboration with funding organizations.
Universities are rather conservative in terms of new developments but
would rather comply once things come from funder’s side.

m  Should we converge on working on a big project on EU level, such as it is
the case for EOSC and Elixir? There will be funding from the EOSC, but
there needs to be someone who could lead the project

m Perhaps first good to start with engaging with UKRI at a smaller scale

e Next steps:
o Another discussion in two months, could be a webinar organised by Jisc

Action points:

e Valerie:
o share access to the blog with Marta (so that TU Delft posts could be re-blogged)
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o Formulate a plan of actions

o Add today’s notes to the blog
Marta: eblog existing blog post from TU Delft
Esther M: Check whether the knowledge platform provided by the Dutch National
Archives could be re-used for ELN knowledge sharing internationally
Susan: share with Christopher a possible contact person from SURF to discuss ELNs
Yasemin: clean up and share the notes with the call attendees



